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Construction to Begin on New Child Care Center for Federal Employees in RTP

Construction of a new 25,000 square foot, $3.25 million onsite child care center for

employees of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the National Institute of

Environmental Health Sciences in Research Triangle Park, NC, will begin following a

groundbreaking ceremony held today.  

Congressional representatives, federal employees, child care center board members and

staff and children at the center attended the ceremony. The construction of the new facility on the

federal campus in RTP will complete the consolidation of operations from rented space on

Alexander Drive to the federal campus where more than 3,000 employees and contractors work. 

The First Environments Early Learning Center became the first onsite child care center in

the Research Triangle Park in 1986, operating in leased facilities.  The new center will have a

total capacity of 188 children, providing an opportunity to expand services to approximately 54

additional children of federal employees.  

“We had outgrown our rented space as demand for convenient and high quality child care

service continues to increase,” said Bill Laxton, Director of EPA’s Office of Administration and 
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Resource Management.  “This new facility provides the highest quality child care service

available and will be easily accessible to more employees, providing an additional incentive to 

prospective employees at EPA and NIEHS,” he said.

Through its history, the center  has received the highest rating by the N.C. Department of

Health and Human Services.  It is operated by the non-profit “First Environments” parents 

organization, licensed by the federal government. 

 

The center will include infant care rooms, toddler and preschool classrooms, a large 

multipurpose room and a commercial-grade kitchen as well as outdoor playground space. 

Construction is scheduled to be completed in April, 2005 and will incorporate green building

features.  

AThe center will be built with the same goals of environmental stewardship adopted for the

entire EPA campus,@ said Chris Long, Director of Sustainable Development at EPA. AThe green

building features will lower impact to the environment, provide natural landscapes, and will

reduce energy cost,@ he said.  EPA’s main campus has received international recognition for its

environmental features. 

C Construction Co., Inc. of Tyler, Texas, was awarded the design-build contract, under

which Applegate Architects of New Bern, NC, will perform design services.
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